MEDICAL  OFFICER* 0 ANNUAL  REPORT 


for  the  year  194.6 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28855310 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  LLANGEFNI 
URBiil-J  DISTRICT  COUNBL. 


Mr  Chairman,  Ladies  & Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  the  Llangefni  Urban  District  for  the  year  1946, 

9 m 

The  health  of  the  District  was  generally  good. 

The  statistics  show  the  comparatively  low  death  rate  of 

9.6  per  1,000,  which  is  lower  than  the  national  figure  of  11,5  and 
considerably  lower  than  the  figure  of  14.4  for  Anglesey. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  report  that  the  infant  mortality 
rate  was  nil. 

The  birth  rate  increased  from  14.8  in  ttjQo  previous  year  to 

17.6  per  1000  in  1946. 

After  the  prevalence  of  Diphtheria  in  this  town  in  1944  and 
1945,  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  total  number  of  infectious 
diseases  throughout  the  year  was  small. 

No  case  of  Diphtheria  has  occurred  in  the  Urban  District  since 
March,  1946. 

While  it  is  obvious  that  the  majority  of  parents  have 
realised  the  vital  importance  of  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria, 
it  must  be  stressed  that  there  is  still  need  for  improvement 
in  this  direction,  particularily  in  the  case  of  infants  under  school 
age. 

The  Water  Supply  was  generally  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the 
town  throughout  all  the  months  of  the  year. 

Attention  must  again  be  drawn  to  the  very  unsatisfactory 
condition  of  the  existing  Sewage  Disposal  Works.  It  is  needless 
for  me  to  emphasise  the  importance  of  proceeding  with  the  proposed 
new  scheme  as  soon  as  possible. 

With  the  increasing  development  of  Llangefni  as  an  • 
administrative,  agricultural  and  business  centre  it  gives  much 
satisfaction  to  report  the  excellent  progress  made  in  1946  by  the 
Council  in  the  completion  of  50  prefabricated  bungalows  and  12 
permanent  houses.  These  homes  then  in  full  occupation,  together 
with  other  houses  in  the  course  of  erection,  were  inspected  by  the 
Minister  of  Health  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health 
when  they  honoured  the  Council  by  their  visit  in  May,  of  this  year. 

The  Housing  Committee’s  foresight  with  its  early  Housing 
Scheme  has  been  well  rewarded.  Nevertheless,  the  demand  for 
houses  by  those  without  homes  of  their  own  is  far  in  excess  of  the 
supply,  and  the  slum  clearance  problem  remains  unsolved. 

I acknowledge  the  interest  of  the  Council  in  all  matters 
appertaining  to  the  health  of  the  Urban  District,  and  I am 
indebted  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  his  valuable  co-operation 
and  also  to  the  Clerk  for  his  help  at  all  times  and  other  officials 
for  their  assistance  in  the  preparation  of  this  report. 


I am, 

You  ’ " ' ' 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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1 • GENERAL  statistics 
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Population 

Estimated  mid-year  1946 

For  Birth  Rate  and 
for  Death  Rate  

1761 

515 

luUiuUUX  U1  J- III!  cl  U X IGU  HUUu 

140 
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Number  of  Condemned  Eous 
Rateable  Value  as  at  1st 
Sum  produced  by  a Penny 

39 

A-rvH  1 1 0X7  

£11579 

Rate  1947-48  (Estimated)  , 

£48 

OTHER  PREMISES. 


Town  Hall  (seating  600) 

Market  Hall 

administrative  & other  Offices 
County  Court 

Post  Office  & Telephone  Exchange 
Banks  (4) 

Hospitals  (2) 

Churches  (6) 

Schools  (4) 

Cinema 

Shops  (65)  . 

Hotels  & Cafes  (9) 

Bakehouses'  .(4) 

Railway  Station  and  Goods  Yard 
Public  Transport  Depot 
Motor  Repair  Establishments  (7) 
Gas  Works  . , 

Timber  Yard 
Joinery-  Works 
Smithy 

Printing  Works 
Cattle  Mart 

Regional  Slaughterhouse 


11.  EXTRACTS 

FROM  vit;. 

X STATISTICS 

OF  THE  YEAR. 

Total. 

Males.  Females. 

Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

28 

13  15 

3 

3 

Total  ... 

31 

13  18 

i 1 1 Uin  T+hc  ......... 

1 

1 

Rate 

per  1,000  =: 

32.26 

Deaths 

17 

6 11 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  Childbirth 

- 1 - 


Booths  of  Infonts  under  one  year  of  age  - Nil 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  Rote  per  1,000  Population  - Nil 


Deaths 

from 

Whooping  Cough 

do , 

- Nil 

Deaths 

from 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

do  • 

- Nil 

causes  op  d:i.th . 


No . 

Male. 

Feme lo , 

Tot 

6 

Tuberculosis  - pulmonary 

- 

1 

1 

9 

Influenza 

- 

1 

1 

14 

Cancer'-  stomach  & 

duodenum 

- 

1 

1 

16 

Cancer  - all  forms 

1 

1 

2 

18 

Intra-cjfanial  vascular 
lesions 

- 

2 

2 

19 

Heart  Disease 

1 

2 

3 

22 

Pneumonia  , 

2 

1 

3 

28 

Nephritis 

1 

- 

1 

35 

Other  violent  causes 

- 

1 

1 

36 

All  other  causes 

1 

1 

2 

TOTAL  __6  11  17 

INFANT  DEATHS . 

There  were  no  deaths. 

POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  DEATHS  FOR  1946 . 

~HkWstrar * statistics f 


Population  Census  1921  1690 

Population  Census  1931  . ..  * 1732 

Estimated  Population  1946  1761 

Births  31 

Deaths  17 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population  17.60 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  9.65 

Tuberculosis  Pulmonary  per  1,000  Population  0.57 

Fiespiratory  Diseases  do.  do.  1.70 

Cancer  do.  do.  1.70 


Heart  Disease 


do 


do 


1.70 


HOSPITALS. 


There  are  two  hospitals  in  the  district 

(l)  The  Druid  Isolation  Hospital  is  maintained  by  the  Anglesey 
County  Council  and  caters  for  the  whole  of  Anglesey, 

The  number  of  beds  is  50, 

The  Tuberculosis  Hospital  under  the  "King  Edward  Vll  Welsh 
National  Memorial  Association"  has  accommodation  for  30  beds, 

MATERNITY  & CHILD  _WELEAHE, 

The  two  District  Nurses  employed  by  the  local  "District 
Nursing  Association"'  reside  in  the  Clinic  premises  maintained  by 
the  Local  Education  Authority. 

Here  also  the  following  Clinic  sessions  are  held:~ 


.(a)  Minor  Ailment  Clinic  - weeKiy 

(b)  Infant  Welfare  Centre  - Fortnightly 

( c)  Ante  Natal  Clinic  *»•»•**••••••  ■“  Monthly 

(d)  Ophthalmic  & Orthopaedic  Clinics  — Periodically 


The  Medical  Practitioners  in  this  town  attend  the  Clinics 
(a)  and  (b)  on  rota. 


The  Infant  Welfare  Centre  serves  Llangefni  and  the  adjoining 
districts!  “There  is  an  increasing  appreciation  by  the  mothers 
of  the  many  advantages  to  bo  obtained  here  for  their  babies,  and 
the  attendance  is  growing  larger. 

In  addition  to  dried  milk  etc.  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Orange  Juice 
arc  distributed  here  for  infants  attending  the  Clinic, 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  is  undertaken  at  the  Centre 
for  children  under  5, 


The  standard  of  nutrition  of  the-  children  in 
District  was  generally  good , 1 and  it  can  again  be  stated  that 
facilities  for  providing  mid-day  meals 
school.,  contributes  much  to  the  health 


the  Urban 

the 

and  extra  milk  at  the  local 
of  the  children,  especially 


in  these  difficult  days  o.t 


continued  food  rationing, 


In  my  last 
hold  the  highest 
distribution  of 
to  note  that  the 


report  I mentioned  that  the  xjlangcfni  lood  Oil  ice 
percentage  in  the  North  Wales  Division  for  ohc 
Cod  Liver  Oil  & Orange  Juice,  and  it  is  pleasing 
record  is  still  maintained. 


INSPECTION  & SUPERVISION  OF  POOPS. 

Eoj od_&_Drup:g  Act,  1936. 

These  duties  devolve  partly  on  the  County  Council  and  portly 

on  the  Llangefni  U.D.C#  . ..  , 

The  meat  inspection  is  carried  out  by  the  officials  oi  tho  local 

Council. 
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UNSOUND  FOOD. 


The  following  were  condemned  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
as  unfit  for  human  consumption:- 

99  tins  of  foodstuffs 

45  tins  of  Evaporated  & Condensed  tinned  Milk 

52  Eggs 

8 stones  of  Fish 

Action  was  taken  in  one  ease  at  the  local  Market  for 
exposing  unsound  fish  for  sale*  This  action  was  later  upheld 
at  the  local  Court  - a fine  being  imposed  for  the  offence. 

MILK  & DAIRIES. 

There  were  6 Registered  Dairies  in  1946.  Two  of  these  were 
T.T.  Milk  Producers. 

The  County  Council  Inspector  reported  that  milk,  supplier 
in  the  area  were  examined  regularity  for  tuberculosis# 

All  results  received  were  negative# 

The  Milk  Factory  of  the  Milk  Marketing  Board  is  situated 
■just  outside  the  boundary  and  is  supplied  with  water  from  the 
town  water  supply.  The  effluent  from  the  factory  Is  uischarged 
to  the  town  sewer. 

ICE  CREAM. 

Premises  where  ice-cream  is  manufactured  or  retailed  have 
been  neriodically  inspected  by  the  Council's  officials.  a 

instances  the  premises  were  well  kept,  and  those  concerned  showed 
kecness  to  keep  a high  standard  of  cleanliness. 

REGIONAL  SLAUGHTERHOUSE. 


The°e  premises  are  periodically  inspected  by  the  Council’s 
officials  in  addition  to" the  regular  inspection  of  meat. 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  here  during  the  year  is 
as  follows:- 

Cattle  - 758 

Sheep  & Lambs  - 5148 

Calves  - 101- 

Pigs  - 1-5 

of  those  animals,  the  following  were  condemned  by  the  Sanitary 

Inspector :- 

Cottle  - 57  whole  carcases  & 6 Fore  Q,trs 

Sheep  & Lambs  - 20 
Pigs  - 1 & 2 Fores 

Calves  - 5-|- 


Di eposes  responsible  for  condcmnation.:- 

Cattlc--  (a)  Tuberculosis  - 29 

(b)  Dropsical  Emaciation  - 14 

(c)  Septic  Mastitis  - 14 


Sheep  * - 

Pigs .— 
Calves  - 
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(a)  Ascites  - 15 

(b)  Septic  Mastitis 

Tuberculosis 

(a)  Tubercular ‘Meningitis  - 5 

(b)  General  Miliary  Tuberculosis 

(c)  Localised,  Dropsy  - s 
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HOUSING, 

During  the  year  50  prefabricated  bungalows  and  12  permanent 
houses  here  completed  by  the  Council,  and  occupied  in  July  and 
Angus t . 

The  erection  of  further  3G  permanent  houses  was  commenced 
in  the  mid -summer, 

This  was,  the  first  instalment  of  a scheme  of  76  houses  on  the  same 
site  (Maes  Hyfryd) . 

Tour  new  houses  under  licence  are  also  under  construction  by 
a private  contractor. 

TOWN  SEWERAGE. 

As  pointed  out  in  my  previous  Annual  Report,  and  again 
emphasised  in  my  opening  remarks,  the  existing  Sewage  Disposal . 
Works*'  are  entirely  unsatisfactory,  and  no  time  should  be  lost  in 
proceeding  with  the  proposed  new  scheme. 

WATER  SUPPLY . 

The  average  daily  consumption  for  the  year  was  similar  to 
that  for  the  year  1945,  viz:  80,000  gallons. 

as  noted' in  my  previous  report , the  supply  is  derived  from  two 
sources : - 

(1)  From  an  open  reservoir  supplied  from  two  springs. 

This  water  is  unfiltered. 

(2)  Water  obtained  from  the  Cefni  river  which  after 
treating  with  a luro.i  no - ferric  in  sedimentation  tanks 
passes  through  high-pressure  filtration  plant,  and  is 
s ub  s e quent ly  ch lo  r i na t e d • 

Analysis  of  the  latter  has  been  consistently  of  a high 
standard,  viz:  Ministry  of  Health  Class  "A5’. 

The  bulk  of  the  supply  to  the  town  is  of  this  treated_ water  - the 
whole  'town  is  supplied  with  it  during  the  daytime.  During  the 
evening  the  main  portion  of  the  town  is  supplied  with  water  from 
the  open  reservoir.  Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  maintaining  a 
constant  high  standard  of  the  latter,  precautionary  measures  have 
been  adopted.  All  water  consumers  dependent  on  it  during  the 
evening  have  been  advised  to  have  the  water  boiled  beiore  using. 

As  mentioned  in  my  previous  report,  there  are  still  certain 
parts  in  the  outskirts  of  the  town  where  the  supply  is  not  quite 
adequate;  this  will  be  remedied  when  the  County  Water  Supply  is 
in  operation. 

The  number  of  houses  connected  to  the  to~m  pipe-line  is  383, 
and  32  houses  are  served  by  means  of  a standpipe  fixed  in  various 
parts  of  the  town. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

Hitherto  the  work  has  been  undertaken  by  contract  - an  open, 
lorry  being  used.  This  unhygienic  method  of  conveying  refuse  will 
be  remedied  by  the  Council/ s purchase  of  a ‘new  Collecting  Refuse 
Van  ("Harrier  Bantam5'). 
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CATTLE  MART. 


^This  is  recognised  as  one  of  the  largest  Marts  in  North  Wales, 
and  its  increasing  development  adds  to  the  responsibilities  of 
the  Council  and  the  officials. 

FACTORIES  & WORKSHOPS.  1946.  C 

The  Factories  & 'Workshops  were,  periodically  inspected  during 
the  year,  and  represent a tions^nade  to  persons  found  to  be  in  default. 
Two  cases  of  default  were  notified  by  H.M, Inspector  of  Factories, 
and  action  was  taken  to  have  these  cases  remedied.  At  the  close 
01  the  year,  the  number  of  Factories  and  Workshops  in  this  area, 
according  to  our  register,  was  31. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. NOTIFIED. 

The  following  cases  occurred  during  the  year:- 


Scarlet  Fever  - 1 

Diphtheria  - 3 

Measles  --  5 

Pneumonia  - 1 


The  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in  one  family  - mother  and 
£ children.  The  two  children  had  been  immunised  and  were  mild 

cases  only.  All  the  cases  recovered  satisfactorily.  Other 

immunised  children  in  the  same  house  did  not  contact  the  disease. 

Tuberculosis  - One  death  was  caused  by  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis, 
It  may  be  mentioned  that  under  the  Council's  Scheme  for  letting 
houses,  it  has  been  decided  to  give  priority  and  every 
consideration  to  tuberculous  families. 

DIPHTHERIA  EvE/IUNISATION. 

Annual  Return  for  year  ended  31st  December,  1946:-  . 

Immunisation  in  relation  to  child  population; 

Number  of  Children  who  had  completed  a full  course  of 
immunisation  up  to  31st  December,  1946: 

’Under  ~ 5^9  IoDT4" 

1 1 23  4 (1937-  (1932-  Total 

• (1946)  (1945)  (1944)  (1943)  (1942)  1941)  1936)  under  15, 

Llangefni  - 4 * 35  16  19  106  155  335 


Child  population  and.  percentage  of  children  immunised: 


Ages  1-4  . Ages  5-14  Total  under  15 

No . . ; No . • No  ♦ 

Popu-  Immun-  Popu-  Immun-  . Popu-  Immun- 

lation  ised  % lation  ised  . % lation  ised  % 


65  280 


6 - 


Llangefni 


113 


74 


261 


93  393  335  85 
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